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The following observations are the contents of a paper read by me at 
a meeting of the Royal Dublin Society in March last, and the Plan of 
a Model Cottage now offered to the Public is one I was led to design 
for erection on my own grounds in the County of Dublin. The object 
I had in view, was to combine Economy with Neatness, Comfort, 
Cleanliness, and above all, to secure thorough Ventilation. 

H. F. 

Cionmore, 12th Arm., 1832. 



As one of the methods by which the condition of the peasantry 
may be improved, that of paying attention to the state of their 
habitations has not received sufficient consideration. 

Many persons seem to consider that any dwelling which 
is good enough for the pig, is sufficiently so for the peasant ; 
but, I trust, that this notion is wearing away, and that some- 
thing may be done towards the improvement both of the ex- 
terior and interior of the dwellings of the labouring classes ; 
the former for the gratification and respectability of the 
landlord, — the latter to promote the health, decency and com- 
fort of the peasant and his family. 

I envy not the man his stoicism, who can view with in- 
difference the miserable mud edifices which disfigure the 
country, nor the taste of the landlord who erects for his own 
stye, a castle, but leaves his peasants to reside in places un- 
worthy even of the name of houses. 

Surely it is the interest as well as duty, and therefore the 
obligation ought to be a pleasing one, to contribute to the health, 
decency and comfort of the labourer and his family; we attend 
to all these matters in our jails, and shall it be said that con- 
victs are more worthy of being cared for, than these whose only 
crime is poverty. 

I am willing to suppose that many landlords are deterred by 
the fear of being led into great expense, should they attempt to 
erect on their Estates anything like suitable habitations for their 
poorer tenants, and for this reason, shut their eyes to the 
squalid wretchedness of the poor cottager, and try to forget 
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that lie is doomed to breathe a vitiated atmosphere, so injurious 
to his health, — to sleep with his whole family, men, women 
and children, all huddled together, — so opposite to anything 
like decency or comfort. 

To aid those who desire to promote a better state of things, 
I now offer for their considertion, the plans of a Cottage, which 
may be made sufficiently ornate for a gate-house, and which 
affords more accomodation, combined with complete ventilation, 
than I have yet met with, contained in the same amount of 
wall and roof. 

Ventilation to be complete, must be capable of admitting 
fresh air in summer, and warm in winter, and not impeded 
either by an old hat, a bundle of rags, or a wisp of hay, which 
thrust into the ventilating hiatus in winter, would most probably 
be suffered to remain in summer, — no, ventilation must in a 
great degree be carried on without the consent or knowledge of 
the cottager. 

His Royal Highness Prince Albert not satisfied with seeing 
his suggestion of a palace carried out, realising the fabled 
wonders of the Arabian Nights, also directed his attention to 
the more humble, but not less important object, the dwelling of 
the mechanic and labourer, and at his own expense, erected a 
Model Cottage in the immediate vicinity of the Crystal Palace, 
where it was visited and admired by thousands. 

It strikes me, however, that Prince Albert's Cottage is not 
exactly suited for us, and that neither our Irish pig, nor any 
other member of an Irish peasant's family, would feel himself 
quite at home in such a dwelling ; for such a transition from 
one of our mud edifices, would be too abrupt, not that I intend 
to locate the unclean one inside, but on the contrary, to pro- 
vide a suitable stye for the pigs outside. 
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Independent of this, I think there is a loss of heat in the 
Albert Cottage, and the system of ventilation is far from being 
as complete as it might be, besides the expense of the Albert 
Cottage, (fire proof), is estimated at £120 for each dwelling, 
(I think £150 would be a nearer estimate for such in this 
country) and the plan which I now propose, though notindeed alto- 
gether fire proof, still not very combustible, and affording rather 
more accomodation, can be erected for about one-half the ex- 
pense stated, and in order that the comparative merits of the 
two plans may be estimated, I insert a plan of the Albert 
Cottage, copied from a work published by authority. 

In the first place, the Albert Cottage has its chimneys in the 
side wall, and thus three of the four rooms into which it is 
divided receive no benefit from the fire, whereas we have put 
the fire place in the centre, and so that by means of cast iron 
plates, a peculiarly simple hot air chest is introduced at the 
back of the fire, having an opening at one end, beneath the 
grate, and discharging at the other a current of heated air into 
the three sleeping appartments (see Longitudinal section) ; but 
even without this contrivance, all the heat will be confined 
to the interior walls, and not wasted on the exterior. In the 
second place, as regards ventilation, in the Albert Cottage all 
the rooms are low, scarcely exceeding 7 feet high, and therefore 
any plan of ventilation must occasion a current of air too nearly 
on a level with the human body, which in cold weather, the 
cottager would if possible stop, and in warm weather, neglect to 
open ; then, as the ventilation is to be carried on by means of 
hollow bricks, it will not answer when bricks of that description 
are not to be procured, or when it is desired to build with stone, 
and moreover, the scullery and closet are placed nearly in the 
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centre of the building, supplied with what would appear to be a 
scanty and irregular supply of rairi water from the roof, which 
must in dry seasons, render the cottage quite uninhabitable, 
particularly as neither the scullery nor closet have a door or 
window opening directly to the outside of the building. 

From our proposed plan and section, it will be perceived 
that behind the living room, there are two sleeping rooms, each 
of them partly ceiled-over, at a height of six feet six inches from 
the floor, and that the remaining space two feet broad the en- 
tire length of the sleeping rooms, is left open up to the wall 
plate and rafters, thus giving the room all the advantage of a 
ceiling 13 feet high. This ventilating space opens into the 
living room, thus giving the sleeping ones all the advantage of 
superior height of ceiling ; it will be seen that the portion cut 
off from the upper room would be of little value as space, (see 
cross section) . The living room is ventilated by an opening at 
the apex of the gable, and an other in the ceiling, which may 
be made at the collar brace of the rafters, or by any usual 
method. In like manner the upper room, which is situated 
between the ventilating spaces over the sleeping rooms, is venti- 
lated by triangular spaces at each side of the chimney, so that 
whenever a door or a window is opened, a change of air must take 
place through all these rooms, and the temperature of the house 
rendered equable ; the ascent to the upper room, is by a broad 
step ladder from the living room, which may be fixed, or move- 
able by means of pully and compensation weight. Behind the 
porch is placed the scullery, supplied with water from a tank 
extending over it and the porch ; a closet to be sluced by the 
waste water from the scullery may be placed behind it. 

Although I do not consider that a cottage, such as described, 
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requires to be fire proof, still it can be readily made so if re- 
quired, and in case hollow bricks can be procured, they might 
be advantageously employed in the construction of the walls, 
particularly the internal partitions. I know of no plan which 
would so well answer for an iron house, or a portable wooden 
one, and with very little alteration, such as giving more windows, 
and a double roof for warm climates, it could be adapted to 
suit any locality to which it would be desirable to transport such 
an edifice. 

It has been suggested that the porch, scullery, and oriel 
window, might be dispensed with in cases where it may be de- 
sirable to reduce the Estimate to the lowest figure. 

Mr. J. B. Pratt, C. E., T. C. D., who has prepared the 
plans, &c, will undertake the erection of cottages on this plan, 
at the amount specified, in districts where materials are easily 
procurable, and where it would be required to erect a large num- 
ber, some reduction in this estimate may be made. 



ESTIMATE. 



Masonry in Walls, 
Brick in Ditto, 
Roof and Slating, 
Kitchen Range, 
Timber, 

Plaister and Rough Cast, 
Doors and Windows, 



£26 



4 

9 

1 10 

4 

5 
12 



Total, 



62 10 



